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The Publisher

It is with immense pride that we unveil this year's Global Top 100 List, celebrating some of the Most In�uential People of African 
Descent (MIPAD). This list honors the outstanding contributions of individuals of African descent who have made signi�cant 
impacts across the public and private sectors worldwide.

In the beginning, when we started this journey, we knew that having in�uence as a person of African descent is meaningless 
until it is connected to supporting the protection of human rights and the dignity of our people. At that time, knowledge about 
our global African diaspora was not mainstream. Fast forward to 2024—after recognizing and connecting over 2,000 individuals 
in more than 120 countries—we are proud to say that Africa and its global Diaspora awareness of each other and relations are 
at an all-time high.

This year holds particular signi�cance as we mark the conclusion of the 1st UN International Decade for People of African 
Descent (2015-2024), which also coincides with my �nal year as the inaugural CEO. I am deeply grateful for the unwavering 
support you have shown throughout my tenure, especially to those who joined me in our mission to identify high achievers and 
build a global network dedicated to the recognition, justice, and development of Africa, its people, and 
its Diaspora.

As we conclude this historic decade, I encourage all honorees to harness the power of their global recognition, not just for today, 
but for generations to come. The end of this 1st Decade marks the beginning of a new era. As we step into the 2nd Decade and 
MIPAD 2.0 under new leadership, let us unite in supporting them with the same commitment and passion.

As I prepare to pass the torch, my �nal wish as CEO is to secure your continued support to ensure a memorable 
conclusion to this chapter. I urge you to consider:

• Accepting a Global Board Role
• Advertising, Donating, Sponsoring, Partnering, or Pledging $$$
• Becoming a Publisher for the “Book of The Decade: A Chronicle of the 1st Decade”

And exploring any other ways you believe can support MIPAD in advancing the cause for People of African & Black Descent 
worldwide.

Join us for an unforgettable week as we celebrate our achievements, honor our rich heritage, and look forward to a brighter 
future. Together, let's make Recognition Week 2024 the best ever!

Co-Founder & Inaugural CEO (2017-2024)
Kamil Olufowobi
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Co-Founder & Inaugural CEO Message

kamil@mipad.org 
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As we mark the close of this decade and celebrate 7 years of our mission to recognize and honor the outstanding achieve-
ments of people of African descent in New York, I am overwhelmed with pride and gratitude.
 
What began as a simple idea to highlight the talent, resilience, and contributions of our community has transformed into a 
dynamic movement that continues to inspire and uplift.
 
Throughout these years, we have shared the stories of countless individuals who have broken barriers, enriched our cultural 
heritage, and made a lasting impact on a global scale. This milestone is not just a celebration of their successes but a testa-
ment to the power of unity and the signi�cance of our shared history.
 
Our achievements have only been possible through the unwavering support of our team, the MIPAD network, our partners, 
and our dedicated volunteers. Together, we have built a platform that not only honors the past but also empowers the future. 
As we look forward, we renew our commitment to creating a world where the contributions of people of African descent are 
recognized, respected, and celebrated.
 
Thank you for being an integral part of this journey. Here’s to the next phase of recognition, empowerment, and progress.
 
With deep appreciation,

Co-Founder & Inaugural COO (2017-2024)
Tope Esan
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Executive Producer, MIPAD Activations

Co-Founder & Inaugural COO Message

tope@mipad.org
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MESSAGE

SPECIAL THANKS TO 
THE MIPAD TEAM AND 
ADVISORY BOARD

Kamil Olufowobi,
Founder & President
Email: kamil@mipad.org 

Tope Esan, 
Global Chief Operations 

Email: tope@mipad.org

Angela Regalado, 
Global Director, Talent, 
Diversity & Inclusion
Email: angela@mipad.org

Email: jonathan@mipad.org

Jonathan Olufowobi
 CEO

Prince Adeliyi, 
Global Director, Technology 
Email: tech@mipad.org

 

Executives Regional & Country Directors

Nina S. ,Country Director, (Brazil)
Brandon A. ,Country Director, (USA)
Kelechi E. ,Country Director, (Nigeria)
Joseph O. ,Country Director, (China)
Nwabuike U. ,Country Director, ( Malaysia)

Kai C. (UAE/Middle East)
Funmi M. (Canada)
Melissa C. (Mexico)
Kara N. (Switzerland)
Motyat O. (Italy)
Isabelle M. (Spain)
Mbaye M. (French Speaking) 
Chereda G. (Caribbean)
Zied R. (North Africa)
Sahar A. (Egypt)
Anita O. (Ghana) 
Mwende M. (Kenya)
Uwase M. (Rwanda)
Faven R. (Atlanta) 

Global Advisors
Dr. Epsy Campbell, Dr. Sheila Walker, 
Bishop Wayne Malcolm, Kojo Annan, 

Kayode Olufowobi
Global Executive Director
kayo@mipad.org 

Aziza Taylor
Chief Story Teller
aziza@mipad.org 
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The Most Influential People of African 
Descent in Politics & Governance in 

Africa and across the Diaspora

Politics & 
Governance (P&G)



Anta Babacar Ngom
Presidential Candidate

Bell Ribeiro-Addy
Member of Parliament, 

Streatham

Dr. Ahmed Saada
Ministry of Social Solidarity

Gabe Amo
Rhode Island's First 

Black Member of Congress

Hassan Haliru
CEO, Nigeria Governors 

Wives' Forum Secretariat

HRH Princess 
Sikhanyiso Dlamini 

Politician & Minister

Jamal Jeffers
Deputy District Judge, 
Ministry of Justice UK

Jean De Dieu 
UWIHANGANYE 
High Commissioner of Rwanda 

to Singapore, Australia, New Zealand

Jerome Foster II
White House Environmental Justice 

Advisory Council-Member

Kahasha Abraham 
Kabral

Regional President, African Youths 
Community (AYC)

Khalid Machchate
Technology Advisor to His Majesty The 

King of Morocco

King Happi Sikam V
King of Bana, West Province

Kyra H. Bolden
Michigan Supreme Court Judge

Madeleine B. James
Political Activist & Strategic 
Advisor to the Ambassador

Noah Harris
Con�dential Assistant, OMB, The White House 
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Paula Ingabire
Minister, ICT and Innovation

Prince Estifanos 
Matewos

Founder, African Royal Group of Companies
Salima Monorma Bah

Minister, ICT and Innovation

Samuel Kasumu
Former Special Advisor to Prime Minister

Sijh Diagne
Advisor to the Minister of Economy, 

Planning and Cooperation

Zaynab M. Mohamed
Youngest Woman Elected to Minnesota Senate

Suéllen Rosim
Mayor of Bauru

Taiwo Owatemi
Member of Parliament  for Coventry North West

Yacine Oualid
Minister of Knowledge Economy, 
Start-Ups and Micro-Enterprises

Yasmina Benslimane
Founder, Politics4Her 
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Business & 
Entrepreneurship (B&E)

The Most Influential People of African 
Descent in Business & Entrepreneurship 

in Africa and across the Diaspora



8Business & Entrepreneurship 

Aminka Belvitt
Founder & CEO, Wofemtech Solutions

Antonio Depina
Founder, Africa NXT Basketball League & Scoutz

Ashleigh Ainsley
Co-Founder, Colorintech & Black Tech Fest

Donaldson Sackey
Founder & CEO, Chairmain,Timeless 

Capital Technology

Dr. William Adoasi
Founder, Vitae Group

Efosa Obano 
Founder & CEO, Black Founders Network (BFN)

Eghosa Nehikhare
Co-Founder & CEO at Multigate

Gcina Nomsa Ngqula
Senior International Trade Manager EU & UK, 

Wesgro, Founder Merchantry Worldwide

Hannah Awonuga
Group Head DEI & Partner, Knight Frank

Hinelder Ferreira
Managing Director of CMA CGM

Josephine Philips
Founder & CEO, Sojo

Khalia Ismain
Black Entrepreneurs Programme Manager, 

Lloyds Banking Group

Lauren Simmons
Youngest Female Trader, 
New York Stock Exchange AfCFTA and Trade Expert

Linda Chepkwony Michaela Jeffery
-Morrison

Founder, Women in Technology  World Series

Nathália Rodrigues
CEO & Founder da Nath 
Finanças e Queen Laces

Obioma (Oby) Enyia
Head of North America Media, 

The Coca-Cola Company

Aisha Shuaibu
President, SWA Sports

Phoenix K. Jackson
Founder, The Phoenix A�ect

Lanny Smith
Founder, Actively Black

Rebecca Achieng 
Ajulu-Bushell 

CEO The 10,000 Interns Foundation

Sharmadean Reid 
MBE

Founder, The Stack World

Solomon Nnanna
CEO, REACH & Co-Founder, 

Vitality Leisure & SaharaJETS

Taiwo Adebayo
Executive Director, Payments Product, 

J.P. Morgan Chase

Toluwalashe Ogunyemi 
Commercial Director RTDs and 
Convenience at Pernod Ricard

WWW.MIPAD.AI
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The Most Influential People of African 
Descent in Media & Culture in 
Africa and across the Diaspora

Media & 
Culture (M&C)



10Media & Culture

Nwabuike Uchechukwu 
Emmanuel

Nwabuike Uchechukwu 
Emmanuel

Tofunmi Akinseye
Founder & CEO, Savvy Media Africa

Zendaya Coleman
Actress

Tyla Seethal
Singer

Nancy Isime
Actress & Multi-Award Winning TV Host

Obinna "DJ Obi" 
Ajuonuma

Award Winning Global DJ

Nancy Kacungira
Presenter and Anchor, BBC News

Nwabuike Uchechukwu 
Emmanuel

Founder & Director, Miss Africa Malaysia

Kanyinsola Onalaja
Creative Director, Onalaja

John David Washington
Actor

Africa’s Most In�uential YouTuber

Kobina Ackon 
(Wode Maya) KSI (Olajide Olatunji)

Social Media In�uencer, Musician
Mo Gilligan

Stand-up Comedian, Television Presenter

Mide Falegan
Manager Music & Culture Partnerships, 

Sub-Saharan Africa, Google

Kai Cenat
Internet Personality

Kingsley Ben-Adir
Actor; Bob Marley One Love Movie

Jann Mardenborough
British Motorsport Racer

Eno Oduok
CEO of Naija Comm

Eman Kellam
Pioneer Content Creator

Dina Asher-Smith
British Athlete

Diane Russet
Founder, RussetTv

Coco Gauff
Tennis Player

Bukayo Saka
Footballer

Asake
Musician

Adesegun Adeosun Jr.
Founder, SMADE Group & 
Co-Founder, Afro Nation

Aché Abrahams
Miss World Caribbean

WWW.MIPAD.AI
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Activism & 
Humanitarian (A&H)

The Most Influential People of African Descent 
in Activism and Humanitarian Endeavors in 

Africa and across the Diaspora



Nwabuike Uchechukwu 
Emmanuel

Nwabuike Uchechukwu 
Emmanuel

12Activism and Humanitarian

Tunde (Daniel) 
Onakoya

Founder, Chess In Slums Africa

Rodale Dwyer
Philanthropist & Licensed Paralegal

Selvon Malcom 
Waldron

Executive Director, Genesys Works

Nthanda Manduwi
Founder, Ntha Foundation 

and Kwathu Kollective

Rachel Cargle
Founder, Loveland Foundation

Nondumiso Ngwenya
SRC of Community Development 

and Gender A�airs, UNAM

Nora Chaynane
Founder, Shine Space

Moore Irons
Founder, Win With JusticeJournalist and Host, 

Lynn Ngugi Network 

Lynn Ngugi
Marcus Rogers
Preacher, Musician and Author

Meg Zeenat Wamithi
Global Mental Health Leader, 

CEO, MindMapper

Kim Chakanetsa
Author of Africana

Lavinya Stennett

Kayli Vee Levitan
Founder, The Street Store

Founder, The Black Curriculum

George Imafidon 
CEO, Motivez

Esther Ijewere
Founder, Women in Rubies

Cynthia C. Umezulike
Human Rights Lawyer

Dr. Anne-Marie 
Imafidon

Founder, STEMettes

Dr. Olamide Dada
Founder, Melanin Medics

Corinne Estelle Missi
Former Miss Africa USA, 

Philanthropist and Humanitarian

Christina Williams
Head of Advocacy & Partnerships, 

Commonwealth Students' Association
Belguun Bolormaa

Community Builder, Mongolian-African Heritage
Bayyina Black

Global Director, Sustainability & Impact, R/GA

Apollo Ssenyange
Founder, Signals from the Grassroots

Bakare Mubarak
Co-Founder & CEO Expedition 54

WWW.MIPAD.AI
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14AFROFUTURISM & CREATIVES

Anne Makena, Phd
Co-Director, Africa Oxford Initiative

Annika Allen
Founders, Black Magic Awards

Ayodeji Razaq
CEO, RED Media Africa

Chao Maina Tayiana
Founder, African Digital Heritage

Deola Art Alade
Creative Industrialist & Founder 

@livespot360

Eni Aluko
1st Black Female Football Club Owner in Italy

Farook Mohammed
Visual Artist & Director, AfroArabianEmpire

Flavilla Fongang
Founder, Black Women In Tech, 

Black Rise

Gordon Swaby
Co-Founders, Edufocal

Grazielle Mendes 
Rangel

Head, DEI, Latin America, ThoughtWorks

HRM Queen Zosimli
Traditional Leader, Ghana & CEO, 

One Afrika Holding

Iddris Sandu
CEO, Spatial Labs Inc

Kojo Anim
Founders, Black Magic Awards

Leon Mann MBE
Football Black List Creator/CEO Aku Dreams

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Micah Johnson

Naomi Sesay
Head, Creative Diversity, Channel 4

Ọládélé Dosunmu
The Emerging Alkebulan

Olu Alake
CEO, The Africa Centre, UK

Osinachi
Art-on-Blockchain Pioneer

Paulo Rogerio Nunes
Afrofuturismo Festival

AFROFUTURISM & CREATIVES
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Paul Junior Allen
Co-Founders, Edufocal

Priya Ahluwalia
Creative Director & Founder, ahluwalia

Tomiwa Aladekomo
CEO, Big Cabal Media

Tony Okoye
Principal, Gensler. Architect & Advocate 

for a new African Urbanism

Pelonomi Moiloa
CEO & Founder, Lelapa AI

Tosin Oshinowo
Principal Architect, Oshinowo Studio

Will.i.am
Co- Founder, FYI 

AFROFUTURISM & CREATIVES WWW.MIPAD.AI
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Dr. Abiodun Sowemimo 
President Cyberpedia Internet Governance.

Afua Kyei
CFO, Bank of England

Alexander Tsado
Co-Founder and COO Ahura AI

Amen Ra Mashariki
Director AI & Data Strategies, 

Bezos Earth Fund

Anna Makanju
VP, Global A�airs, OpenAI

Betelhem Dessie
CEO, iCog Anyone Can Code (iCog-ACC)

Billy Gene Shaw
CEO, Billy Gene Is Marketing

Camille Stewart 
Gloster, Esq

Deputy National Cyber Director, 
The White House

Charlene Hunter
Founder & CEO, Coding Black Females

Dr. Chinasa T. Okolo
Fellow, Center for Technology Innovation, 

Brookings Institution

Dr. Chinedum Okwudire
Manufacturing Automation

Christelle Mombo-Zigah
Responsible AI, Cisco Systems

Christopher Luwanga
Galamad Aerospace

Dr. ‘Bosun Tijani
Minister, Comms, Innovation 

& Digital Economy
Country Director, Google

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Dr. Alistair Mokoena

Dr. Claire A. Nelson
Futurist, Sustainability Engineer

 & Innovation Consultant

Dr. Claudia Natanson
Chair, Board of Trustees, UK, 

Cyber Security Council

Dr. Deji Akinwande
Next-Gen Semiconductors

Dr. Joy Buolamwini
Best-Selling Author of Unmasking AI

Erikan Obotetukudo
Founder & CEO Audacity Assets

FUTURISTS

FUTURISTS
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FUTURISTS
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Fatima Tambajang
Head of Developer Relations 
Africa & Middle East, NVIDIA

Femi Osinubi
Partner , Consulting & Risk, 
Technology & Digital, PwC 

Fred Swaniker
Founder & CEO, Sand Technologies

Haile Owusu
SVP Data Science and Machine Learning 

Engineering, Warner Media

Hamilton Mann
Futurist who coined "Arti�cial Integrity"

Karim Beguir
Co-Founder & CEO, InstaDeep

Kwame A.A Opoku
CEO, Reset Global People

Lola Aworanti-Ekugo
Board of Advisors, AI in Nigeria

Mamadou K. KEITA
Machine Learning Researcher 

& Engineer, RobotsMali

Marques Brown Lee
Fellow, Center for Technology Innovation, 

Brookings Institution

Mutale Nkonde
CEO & Founder AI for the People

Nashlie Sephus, Ph.D.
Principal AI/ML Tech Evangelist, 

Amazon Web Services AI

Obum Ekeke
Head, Education Partnerships, 

Google Deep Mind

Oswald Osaretin 
Guobadia

Managing Partner, DigitA
Secretary of State for Digital Economy

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Pedro Lopes

Renée Cummings
Futurist & AI Advisor

Silas Adekunle
Co-Founder & CEO, 

Reach Industries

Yaliwe Soko
Chairwoman, United Africa Blockchain Association

Ted Colbert
CEO, Boeing Defense, Space & Security

Zan Chandler
Foresight Practitioner & Educator

FUTURISTS WWW.MIPAD.AI
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Acha Leke
Chairman Africa, McKinsey & Company

Aicha Evans
CEO, Zoox 

Ama Amo-Agyei
Founder & CEO, Plant-Made

Bayo (Olubayo) 
Adekanmbi PhD
Founder & CEO, Data Science Nigeria

Carine Vavasseur
CEO, Ignite E

Cecil Peters
Head, Advancing Black Pathways, JP Morgan

Dr. Jane Kimemia
CEO, Optiva

Dr. Joseph Nyangon, PhD
Deputy Director, Partnerships, 

U.S. Dept of Energy (DOE)

Dr. Mabel Gisela Torres
Colombia's 1st Minister of Science, 

Technology and Innovation

Dr. Randal Pinkett
Chairman & CEO, BCT Partners

Dr. Tewa Onasanya
Founder, Exquisite Magazine & ELOY Awards

Einstein Ntim
Head of Innovation, Diaspora A�airs, 

Presidency (DAOOP)

Ezechi Britton MBE
CEO, Centre for Finance, 
Innovation & Technology

Gavin Lewis
Managing Director, BlackRock Founder Abgovtechs, Brasil Master ®, 

eGov Tecnologia & SC9 Smart City Bank

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Gusttavo Moreira

Ifedolapo Runsewe
Managing Director, Freee 
Recycle Limited (FREEE)

Iman Abuzeid
Co-Founder, Incredible Health Tech

Rome Portlock
Co-Founder, Incredible Health Tech

Jay Bailey
President & CEO, H.J. Russell 

Innovation Center for Entrepreneurs

Jody Samuels Ike
Global Innovation & Marketing 

Executive, Diageo

INNOVATORS & CHANGEMAKERS

INNOVATORS & CHANGEMAKERS
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INNOVATORS & CHANGEMAKERS

19

Kamilah Moore
Chair, California Reparations Task Force

Lekan Olawoye
Black Professionals in Tech Network (BPTN)

LeKiesha French 
Merritt

The Future In Color Institute

Marvin Rees 
Mayor of Bristol, First Black Mayor 

of any major European City

Ndidi O. Nwuneli
CEO/President, The ONE Campaign

Olatomiwa Williams
General Manager, Microsoft Nigeria & Ghana

Olatubosun Alake
Commissioner, Innovation, Science 

& Technology, Lagos State

Owen Omogiafo OON
President & Group Chief Executive 

O�cer, Transcorp Plc

Paul Carrick Brunson
Global Relationship Science Expert

Ralph Mupita
Chairman & CEO, BCT Partners

Robert Taiwo
Managing Director, Phillips Consulting

Tami Mase
Founder, Mandrolli Auto

Tanwa Ashiru
CEO, Bulwark Intelligence

Tariye Gbadegesin
CEO, Climate Investment Funds 1st Black Head of Government in Europe

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Vaughan Gething

Yemisi Oloruntola-Coates
Chief Inclusion & Equity O�cer, GBH 

INNOVATORS & CHANGEMAKERS WWW.MIPAD.AI
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HOW?
1.  Global Recognition
2.  Leadership Training
3.  Connectology, Networking  and Mentorship
4.  Talent Placement

2K 
Honorees

10K MIPAD
Nominations

50K MIPAD 
Members

Reached 
5MM+ PAD

2B+ People of African 
Descent Worldwide

1.  Global Recognition
2.  Leadership Training
3.  Connectology, Networking and Mentorship
4.  Talent Placement

6K 
Honorees

3X

50K MIPAD
Nominations

250K MIPAD 
Members

Reach 
25MM+ PAD

2B+ People of African 
Descent Worldwide

5K

5X

5X

1.0

2.0

MIPAD

MIPAD

2015-2024

2025-2034

For the Advancement and Upliftment 
of People of African Descent Worldwide

For the Advancement and Upliftment 
of People of African Descent Worldwide

HOW?

WWW.MIPAD.AI

5. Going Digital
6.  Amplifying Voices
7.  Franchising MIPAD
8. MIPAD Marketplace



Like, comment and share Afreximbank content

Subsidiaries:

Specialized Initiatives:

ATG Initiatives:

Discover more @afreximbank.com

Transforming 
Africa’s Trade
Afreximbank champions Africa’s 
long-term growth and prosperity. 

For 30 years, the Bank has been deploying 

solutions that support the transformation of 
the structure of Africa’s trade, accelerating 
industrialisation and intra-regional trade, 
thereby boosting economic expansion in Africa.
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23TRADE EDITION

Abubakar A. Bello
MD/CEO, Nigerian Export-Import Bank

Adesuwa Ladoja
Founders, Black Magic Awards

Adetope Kayode
Chief Executive O�cer, Perennia Group

Admassu Tadesse
President & Managing Director, Trade 
and Development Bank (TDB) Group

Adrian Padmore
Chairman, Export Barbados (BIDC)

Aissatou Diallo
Chief, O�ce of Africa, International Trade Centre

Dr. Akinwumi A. 
Adesina

President, African Development Bank (AfDB)

Allen Sophia Asiimwe
Chief of Programmes, TradeMark Africa

Allyson Browne 
McKithen

Executive Director, World Trade Center 
Washington D.C.

Ambassador Albert 
M. Muchanga

Commissioner for Trade and Industry, 
African Union Commission (AU)

Ambassador Clarence 
E. Pilgrim

Permanent Secretary of Trade

Angelle B. Kwemo
President & CEO, AstrategiK Group

Bohani Hlungwane
Group Head, Trade and
 Working Capital, Absa

Boitumelo Mosako
Chief Executive O�cer, Development 

Bank of Southern Africa
Founder, MD, ETK group

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Bolaji Sofoluwe

Chawki Jaballi
Senior Advisor to the Sec. Gen, AfCFTA

Congresswoman Sheila 
Cherfilus-McCormick

U.S-Africa Strategic Trade and Investment 
Partnership Act (ASTIP) 

Constance Hamilton
Assistant U.S. Trade Representative 

for Africa

Dr. Jumoke Oduwole MFR
SA to the President, Presidential Enabling Business 

Environment Council (PEBEC) and Investment

Dr. Olasupo Olusi
MD/CEO, Bank of Industry, Nigeria

EXPORT & INTERNATIONAL TRADE EDITION
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EXPORT & INTERNATIONAL TRADE EDITION
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Dr. Olori Boye Ajayi
President, Borderless Trade & Investment

Dr. Willard Mwemba
Chief Executive O�cer, COMESA 

Competition Commission

Emma Kawawa
Tanzania Women CEOs Roundtable

Enoh T. Ebong
Director, U.S. Trade and Development Agency

Farouq Gumel
Group Executive Director, Tropical 
General Investments (TGI) Group

Florizelle Liser
President and CEO, Corporate Council on Africa

Gbemisola Osadua
Founder, Dynamics Impact

Gbenga Omotayo
Executive Director, US Africa Trade 

and Business Network

Gwen Abiola-Oloke
Founder/CEO, Direct Investment Africa

 (DI-AFRICA)

H.E. Ahmed Samir Saleh
Minister of Trade and Industry of Egypt

H.E. Kamel Rezig
Minister of Trade and 

Export Promotion

H.E. Mr. Melaku Alebel
Minister for Trade and Industry of Ethiopia

H.R.H Togbe Afede
Chairman, World Trade Center Accra

Habiba Ben Barka
Chief of Africa Section, UN Trade 

and Development, UNCTAD
MP, Maidstone & The Weald & UK 

Prime Minister's Trade Envoy to Nigeria

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Helen Grant OBE

Hon. (Dr) Doris Nkiruka 
Uzoka-Anite

Minister of Industry, Trade and Investment

Hon. Dapo Okubadejo
Commisioner for Finance & Chief 

Economic Adviser, Ogun State

Hon. Oneidge Walrond
Minister of Tourism, Industry 

and Commerce Guyana

Hon. Patricia Scotland KC
6th Commonwealth Secretary-General

Isaac Hubert Arthur
Executive Director, Africa Centre for International 

Trade and Development (ACINTaD)

WWW.MIPAD.AI
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Isaiah Ndukwe
Division Head, Export & Agriculture, 

Fidelity Bank Plc

Jan Yves Remy
Co-President, TradeLab Legal Clinics

Joy Wanjiru 
Machugu-Zenz

Chief Executive O�cer, Perennia Group

Julian Mair
Chairman, Jamaica Stock Exchange (JSE)

Kamina Johnson Smith 
Minister of Foreign A�airs and 

Foreign Trade of Jamaica

Kanayo Awani
Executive Vice-President, 

Intra-African Trade Bank, Afreximbank

Kemi Arosanyin
Director, Trade Development (Africa & Caribbean), 

World Trade Center Miami

Kemi Badenoch
Secretary of State for Business and Trade

Kendra Gaither
President U.S.- Africa Business 

Center at U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Kolawole Sofola
Director of Trade, ECOWAS Commission

Lerato Matebogo
Deputy Director-General at Department 

of Trade and Industry (DTI) in South Africa

Luc-Magloire Mbarga 
Atangana

Minister of Trade for the Republic of Cameroon

M. Ali Adji Mahamat SEID
President, Pan African Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry (PACCI)

Mark Hill
CEO, Export Barbados (BIDC)

Chairman, African Distillers Ltd CEO, 
Delta Corp. Ltd.

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Matlhogonolo 
Mothibedi Valela

Michael Gamwo
Head of Africa at WESGRO

Michelle Chivunga
Founder & CEO Global Policy House

Miishe Addy
CEO, Jetstream Africa

Mike Ogbalu III 
CEO, Pan-African Payment 

& Settlement System

Milady Garces Arboleda
President of the Buenaventura 

Chamber of Commerce

WWW.MIPAD.AI
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Mulualem Syoum
CEO, AeTrade Group

Naguib Sawiris
MD/CEO, Orascom Investment Holding SAE

Natasha Edwin-Walcott
International Trade and Development, Private Sector, 

Caribbean Export Development Agency

Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
Director General, World Trade Organization

Nicole Pitter Patterson
Caribbean Women in Trade (CWIT) & WIPO

Nneka Onyeali-Ikpe
Chief Executive O�cer and Managing 

Director of Fidelity Bank Plc

Nonye Ayeni
Executive Director & CEO Nigerian 

Export Promotion Council

Ogaufi Mampane
Consul, Political A�airs & Trade, 

South African Consulate, New York

Ohioze Unuigbe
MD Nigeria, Bureau Veritas

Okechukwu Ihejirika
Head, Caribbean O�ce, Afreximbank

Omar Hadi Aboubaker
Chairman, Djibouti Ports & Free Zones 

Authority and Great Horn Investment Holding

Omoboyede Olusanya
GMD/CEO, Flour Mills

Ose E. Imoukhuede
Executive Chairman, Ancestral House

Pamela Coke-Hamilton
Executive Director of the International 

Trade Centre (ITC) President & Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, Afreximbank.

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Prof. Benedict Okey 
Oramah

Prof. Landry Signé
ED, Thunderbird School, Co-Chair, World Economic

 Forum Friends of the AfCFTA & Senior Fellow, Brookings

Prof. Makane 
Moise Mbengue

Founder & CEO Global Policy House

Pumela Salela
CEO, Invest Global

Rami El-Dokany
Executive Chairman, Egyptian Exchange & 

Secretary General, Arab Federation of Capital Markets

Rateneh Fassil
Managing Director, Sinopia & 

World Trade Center Addis Ababa
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Reta Jo Lewis
President & Chair of the Board, 

Export-Import Bank of the United States

Rosa Whitaker
President and CEO, The Whitaker Group

Rui Mucaje
Afrochamber - Chamber of Afro-Brazilian Trade

Samaila Zubairu
CEO, Africa Finance Corporation

Sand Mba Kalu
Executive Director, Africa 

International Trade & Commerce Research

Senator Hon. 
Paula Gopee-Scoon

Minister of Trade and Industry & Chair, COTED

Senator Quinton C. 
Lightbourne

Chairman, The Bahamas Development Bank

Shamika Sirimanne, Ph.D.
Director, UNCTAD's Division 
on Technology & Logistics

Souleymane Diarrassouba
Minister of Commerce and
 Industry of Côte D'Ivoire

Summy Smart Francis
President, Africa's Young 

Entrepreneurs (A.Y.E)

Susan Namulindwa
Executive Director, Africa Trade Desk

Tarik Senhaji
Chief Executive O�cer, 

Casablanca Stock Exchange

Temi Popoola
GMD/CEO Nigerian Exchange Group

Thiago Thobias
Advisor, Foreign Trade, Brazilian 

Development Bank (BNDES) CEO, Lekki World Trade Center

Political Activist & Strategic Advisor 
to the Ambassador

Tomiwa Idowu

Toyin Umesiri
Founder & CEO, Nazaru & Trade 

with Africa Busines Summit

Uche Okugo
Investment Attraction Coordinator, Africa

 and Caribbean Markets, City of Brampton, Toronto

Uju Uzo-Ojinnaka
CEO, Traders of Africa (TofA)

Wamkele Mene
Secretary General, African Continental
 Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Secretariat

Yavi Madurai
Executive Director, PABWA 

(Pan African Business Women's Association)
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1. H.E. Wamkele Mene (South Africa)
2. Abike Dabiri, (Nigeria)
3. Teresa Clarke (USA)
4. Dr Jumoke Oduwole (Nigeria)
5. Dapo Okubadejo (Nigeria)
6. His Majesty Ogiame Atuwatse III (Nigeria)
7. Her Royal Majesty, Olori Atuwatse III (Nigeria)
8. Eva Omaghomi (UK)
10. Alexandria J. Maloney (USA)
11. Ade Famoti (Nigeria)
12. Momodou Malcolm Jallow (Sweden)
13. Juliana Souza (Brazil)
14. Nadia Adongo (Ghana)
15. Busie Matsiko (USA)
16. David Lammy (UK)
17. Faron McKenzie (UK)

HALL OF FAME
1. Bishop Wayne Malcolm
2. Stephanie Busari
3. Renan de Souza
4. Dr. Sheila Walker
5. Robinson Lynn
6. Kanayo Awani
7. Adaeze O. Anyaoku
8. Folusho Phillips
9. Kojo Annan
10. Kayode Olufowobi
11. Stephen Tio Kauma

CEO APPRECIATION AWARD

1. Dr. Epsy Campbell, Costa Rica
2. Deniece Laurent-Mantey, President Biden's 
Advisory Council on African Diaspora Engagement 
(PAC-ADE)

MIPADIANS OF THE DECADE

1. President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo (Ghana)
2. Margareth Menezes (Brazil)
3. Prof. Oussouby Sacko (Japan)
4. Dr. Akinwunmi Adesina (Nigeria)

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD RECIPIENTS

Congratulation
TO ALL AWARD RECIPIENTS
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Are you ready to take your 
ideas to the next level? 

In Season 1 of 
The Voices of In�uential People Podcast – 

or as we call it, The VIP Podcast – we spoke with 
11 experts across 6 continents. 

From the NBA to Healthcare, to building Smart 
Cities in Africa, and more and now, 

we’re gearing up for Season 2! 

This is your chance to be part of the conversation. 
Whether you want to spread your ideas or gain 

invaluable support from global thought leaders, 
we invite you to sponsor and collaborate with us. 

Don’t miss this opportunity. Email us 
to info@mipad.org, talk to our team, or 
scan our QR code to get involved today!” 



in the MIPAD Journey
INVEST 

Donate to make 
our plans a reality:

Partner with us to 
help achieve our goals:
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As I take on the role of CEO, I am inspired by the incredible foundation that MIPAD has built over the 
years. We’ve recognized, connected, and empowered individuals of African descent globally, laying the 
groundwork for a brighter and more connected future. Now, we embark on the next chapter—MIPAD 
2.0—one that will not only continue our mission but amplify it.

Looking ahead, MIPAD 2.0 will focus on expanding our reach and deepening our impact. This means em-
bracing digitization with our new app MIPAD Connects, franchising our model to new regions, amplify-
ing more voices, and soon creating a MIPAD Marketplace to nurture Black-owned businesses and initia-
tives. 
I am excited about what the future holds and want to give a special thanks to our existing and incoming 
team who are instrumental to the success of MIPAD, including our new Chief Storyteller, Aziza; our 
Head of Talent, Angela; Head of Tech, Prince; and our Social Media, Comms & Training Leaders, 
Shalom, Dorcas and Naomi, our Country Leaders and More!

Together, we will build on the legacy of the past decade and transform MIPAD into a truly global force for 
change and advancement. As we step into this new era, I ask you to join us in shaping the future of 
MIPAD. Whether through partnerships, advocacy, or by joining our team/board, your involvement will be 
key to our success.

Thank you for your support as we enter this new phase. Let’s move forward with boldness, innovation, 
and a shared commitment to the upliftment of people of African descent around the world.
With appreciation,

CEO MIPAD
Jonathan Olufowobi

jonathan@mipad.org

MESSAGE 
FROM  NEW CEO
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To learn more, visit
jpmorganchase.com/DEI

DRIVING EQUITY  FORWARD

We’re dedicated to providing equitable economic opportunities for 
diverse communities through:

• Partnerships and contributions that build strong communities 
• Career guidance for students and professionals 
• Expanded coaching for entrepreneurs and small businesses 
• Financial health tools and resources 


